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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H I N GTO N 


July 3, 1961 


MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL CLIFTON 


General Clifton reported that the President, in approving the text 
of a letter to be sent to President Diem as an interim reply to 
Diem's letter of Jane 9, expressed a desire to know more about 
the military considerations involyfed in Diem's request to increase 

his military forces by an additipnal 100, 000 men. 

»/ 
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The President asks that the appropriate officials consider sending 
to Viet-Nam a qualified military group which would study the Viet- 
Namese request for additional soldiers. This U.S. group would be 
able to supply to the President informed judgment as to whether 
the U.S. should assist Diem to increase his army by 100, 000. In the 
President's view, the military survey group should be in Viet-Nam 
before the economic group headed by Dr. Staley has completed its 
study. The President is interested in knowing what share of the cost 
of equipping and maintaining 100, 000 additional men would be borne 
by the U.S. He noted that the 20, 000 increase of Viet-Namese forces 
was to be jointly financed. 


The President commented, in discussing who should undertake the 
military survey, that it would probably not be possible for General 
Taylor to go to Viet-Nam at this time. 


Bromley Smith 
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